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Description:

Joshua Harris follows up his bestselling with Boy Meets Girl, the story of how he met and married his
wife, Shannon. Where Harris's first book encouraged readers to throw off modern ideas of romantic
fixation, Boy Meets Girl goes to the next level and urges single Christian men and women to pursue
courtship, and ultimately marriage, thoughtfully and prayerfully. Knowing that many readers will
balk at the idea of premeditated courtship, Harris insists that dating should not be emotional
recreation but rather a careful decision rooted in obedience to God. While the anecdotes used to
reveal true-to-life scenarios about dating pitfalls are somewhat elementary (and geared to those in
their 20s), Harris succeeds in hammering home the point that obedience to God's word, selfless love,
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community, purity, and satisfaction in God are the most important aspect of any relationship. The
last section of the book is particularly practical, discussing forgiveness of past sexual sin, questions
to ask before tying the knot, and how an understanding of our sinful nature can lead to conflict
resolution. For Harris's mere twentysomething years of life experience, his maturity and devotion to
God are sincere evidence that he has indeed practiced what he has preached, resulting in a
passionate relationship with the love of his life. --Jill Heatherly

From Publishers Weekly In 1997, Harris's I Kissed Dating Goodbye became a phenomenon both in
the publishing world and the Christian singles scene. Dating, Harris suggested, was an ungodly and
unbiblical activity that Christians should reject in favor of a more old-fashioned, marriage-driven
courtship. In this follow-up book, Harris guides Christians who are eager to say "I do" through the
maze of finding a mate. His practical tips are set against the autobiographical backdrop of his own
successful courtship with Shannon, now his wife of two years. Harris's words of wisdom aren't
terribly innovative; they are the bread and butter of Christian relationship books claiming that good
communication, sexual abstinence, friendship and fellowship are at least as important as romance.
But lack of originality is the least of this book's problems. Harris's self-conscious attempts to be cute
quickly grow tiresome (the Courtship Cop who "pulls over" a couple thinking about marriage too
early in their relationship is only the most glaring example). Also, many readers who would
otherwise find Harris's message compelling may be put off by the strict "God-given" gender roles he
lauds in chapter 6: a man should initiate everything in a relationship, while "ladies" are supposed to
"make room for him to lead." This slim sequel will no doubt delight Harris's thousands of devoted
fans, but its banalities won't win any new devotees. (Oct.)
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