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Description:

From Publishers Weekly "Whoever said love is stronger than death was full of malarkey,"
comments Cooney, setting the forthright tone early in this honest account of taking care of a parent
with Alzheimer's. In 1997, Cooney (The Court of the Lion: A Novel of the T'Ang Dynasty) and her
companion, Mitch, both freelance writers, moved Cooney's 75-year-old mother, novelist Mary
Durant, from her home in Connecticut to live near them in Northern California when it became clear
that her mother's short-term memory was failing. A great admirer and loving daughter of her
elegant, witty mother, Cooney suffered from terrible grief because she could not protect her mother
from encroaching dementia. Durant's metamorphosis into a dependent, childlike hypochondriac
occurred some years after the death of her husband. Cooney vividly describes the everyday physical
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and emotional stresses on her and Mitch, once her mother moved in with them, and highlights the
lack of available resources for Alzheimer's patients who are not independently wealthy. Cooney and
Mitch missed writing deadlines, began to drink heavily and nearly ended their relationship. When
they could no longer manage her mother at home, Cooney placed her in several unpleasant assisted
living residences, until Cooney managed to find her a reasonable place. A short story by Mary
Durant is appended to this well-written, harrowing memoir.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Library Journal Cooney has explored ancient China in novels like The Court of the Lion, but
here she considers a current reality: her own novelist-mother's incapacitation by Alzheimer's.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

e Title: Death in Slow Motion : My Mother's Descent into Alzheimer's
e Author: Eleanor Cooney

e Released: 2003-02-01

e Language:

e Pages: 272

e ISBN: 0066213967

e [SBN13:

e ASIN: B0O002X7W3S




